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Minutes 
 

Meeting: York & North Yorkshire LEP Board 

Date/Time: Monday 23 July 2021 at 10.00 

Venue: Zoom  

 
 
Members Present:  

Private Sector: Helen Simpson (Chair), David Dickson (Deputy Chair), Lady Jane 

Gibson, Sam Alexander, Jan Garrill, Jonathan Wurr, Sue Jefferson, Clare Hutchison 

Helen Boaden and Bruce Heppenstall. 

Public Sector: Cllr Carl Les (North Yorkshire County Council), Cllr Mark Crane (Selby 

District Council) and Cllr Mark Robson (Hambleton District Council) and Co-Optee: 

Kiran Trehan  

 

Secretariat: 

Richard Flinton (Chief Executive – North Yorkshire County Council), James Farrar 

(Chief Operating Officer), Sarah Barkey (Leadership Support Officer), Aissa Gallie 

(Head of Communications and Organisational Development), Liz Philpot (Head of 

Delivery), Adrian Green (Head of Assurance), Paul Clark (Governance and 

Assurance Manager), Katie Thomas (Low Carbon and Circular Economy Lead)and 

Vicki Dixon (Assistant Director, Strategic Resources BES & CS) .   

 

In attendance: 

Tricia Kane (BEIS); Cllr Paula Widdowson (City of York Council) and Charlie Jeffery, 

University of York.  

 

Apologies for Absence:  

Private Sector: Peter Emery (Deputy Chair), Janet Thornton 

Public Sector:  Cllr Steve Siddons (Scarborough Borough Council) and Cllr Keith 

Aspden (City of York Council). 

Secretariat:  

 

 

LEP21-21 Chair’s Welcome and Introduction  
The Chair welcomed the Board to this meeting, noting this Cllr 
Robson’s first meeting back as the representative for 
Richmondshire, Hambleton and Ryedale.  
 
Cllr Les gave an update on the LGR announcement.  
 

LEP21-22 Apologies for Absences 
Peter Emery, Janet Thornton, Cllr Steve Siddons and Cllr Keith 
Aspden. 
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LEP21-23 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
21 May 2021 
Decision 
That the minutes of the meetings held on 21 May 2021 be approved.  
 

LEP21-24 Matters arising action plan. 
All covered  
 

LEP21-25 Registers of Interests – Updates 
None 
 

LEP21-26 Bio Yorkshire Presentation. Charlie Jefferies Vice-Chancellor and 
President of the University of York talked through a presentation on 
Bio Yorkshire. The presentation has been shared with the Board.  
 
The Board discussed the ways to bind in industries, asking if their 
requirements are known.  
Charlie Jeffery explained that Bio Yorkshire is looking at 
Government funding for Local Authority hubs and are looking at 30- 
40 companies. The Board also discussed growing of Bio fuels 
without the reduction in food crops. This will include agri production 
and using plant science to get higher yields, this could include using 
remote systems, the route to Carbon Neutral is essential.  
 
The Board discussed the difficulties in finding empty premises and 
the use of the unused high street spaces. This is akin to the 
advanced Manufacturing Park in South Yorkshire, also making sure 
that the skills agenda is aligned.  
 
Collaboration with the neighbouring areas was discussed.  
 
The Chair thanked Charlie Jeffery for his presentation.  
 
Charlie Jeffery left the meeting at 10.47 am.  
 

LEP21-27 Low Carbon Deep Dive The Chief Operating Officer introduce Katie 
Thomas (Low Carbon and Circular Economy Lead), to the board 
and presented the report.  
 
The Low Carbon and Circular Economy Lead (LCaCEL) talked 
through a presentation on the Route Map to carbon Reduction.  
 
The board discussed the cost of retrofitting LA social houses and the 
need for Government help. CoYC have also found that there is a 
disconnect between retrofit and consumers who are wanting to have 
their homes retrofit, with the lack of skilled trades to complete the 
work. The LCaCEL will speak to CoYC and Jan Garrill as the third 
sector will be able to help.  
 
The COO and Leader of NYCC explained that there is an 
opportunity following LGR and the work that the NYCC leaders does 
on the Northern Group that has a levelling up agenda.  
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Due the partnership working of the LEP is the Carbon Reduction 
agenda is a good opportunity for the LEPs to lead on. This needs to 
be a public / private partnership to be able to meet the carbon 
reduction targets.  
 
CoYC’s carbon reduction strategy will be ready to be published by 
November.  
 
This agenda is not just concerned with the reduction in carbon, but 
also with economic growth and the bringing of money into the 
region. There is growing evidence around flooding and that action 
needs to be speeded up.  
 
The Chair thanked the LCaCEL for the paper and asked the board if 
they felt that there had been any areas that have been missed?  
There has been a struggle to get businesses to commit; the Board 
could use their connections with for this. The collaboration element 
needs to be clearer so that partners know what is being asked of 
them.  
 
Circular Economy was classed as a gap and how businesses can 
act.  
The COO commented that the challenge is capacity resource, as the 
YNY LEP does not have the resource to lead everything. 
 
The Chair thanked the LCaCEL and team for their report.  
 
Decision: The Board noted the report as an update of the work in 
developing the Routemap to Carbon Negative. 

 
The Board considered the potential LEP roles set out in 6.2 of the 
written report.  

 

LEP21-28 Performance Update The Chief Operating Officer presented the 
report.  
 
Clare Hutchison comment that there had been a massive increase in 
job vacancies across the UK. 1997 was the last time there had been 
this amount of vacancies, there is a lot of upskilling going on; 
businesses are having to look at their offerings. The data on this will 
be shared with the Skills Chair.  
 
Sam Alexander has been speaking to the Social Inclusion officer 
around tourism, as there have been businesses practices that were 
suitable but are not now. The team are looking at resources and 
training, as businesses need to learn to be more inclusive and 
flexible.  
 
Decision: The Board noted the report. 
 

LEP21-29 LEP Review The Chair updated the Board that there was no 
decision. The LEP network is engaged with the Levelling up Office.  
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LEP21-30 Chair’s Update  
 
The COO had spoken to BBC Radio 4 on the subject of 
Scarborough. The Comms lead will send the link out to the segment. 
The Board noted the amount of coverage of Scarborough on the 
BBC.  
 
This LEP is the joint lead on the NP11 work on place with Cumbria 
LEP.  
 
Greg Dyke is now the Chair of York Central.  
 
There is a refresh of the devolution asks taking place.  
 

LEP21-31 Any Other Business 
David Dickson is the YNY representative on the NPIF, the board 
needed to agree David Dickson to continue in this role. The Board 
confirmed that they were happy.  
 

LEP21-33 Date & Time of Next Meeting 
 
24 September 2021 at 10.00 am 
 

 

Meeting concluded at approximately 11.57 am 


